NATIOTIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020
National Education Policy 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century and aims to
address the many growing developmental imperatives of our country. This Policy proposes
the revision and revamping of all aspects of the education structure, including its regulation
and governance, to create a new system that is aligned with the aspirational goals of 21st
century education, including SDG4, while building upon India’s traditions and value systems.
The National Education Policy 2020 lays particular emphasis on the development of the
creative potential of each individual. It is based on the principle that education must develop
not only cognitive capacities - both the ‘foundational capacities ’of literacy and numeracy
and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities, such as critical thinking and problem solving – but
also social, ethical, and emotional capacities and dispositions. The rich heritage of ancient
and eternal Indian knowledge and thought has been a guiding light for this Policy.
The pursuit of knowledge (Jnan), wisdom (Pragyaa), and truth (Satya) was always considered
in Indian thought and philosophy as the highest human goal. The aim of education in ancient
India was not just the acquisition of knowledge as preparation for life in this world, or life
beyond schooling, but for the complete realization and liberation of the self. World-class
institutions of ancient India such as Takshashila, Nalanda,Vikramshila, Vallabhi, set the
highest standards of multidisciplinary teaching and research and hosted scholars and students
from across backgrounds and countries.
The Indian education system produced great scholars such as Charaka, Susruta, Aryabhata,
Varahamihira, Bhaskaracharya, Brahmagupta, Chanakya, Chakrapani Datta, Madhava,
Panini, Patanjali, Nagarjuna, Gautama, Pingala, Sankardev, Maitreyi, Gargi and
Thiruvalluvar, among numerous others, who made seminal contributions to world knowledge
in diverse fields such as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, medical science and surgery,
civil engineering, architecture, shipbuilding and navigation, yoga, fine arts, chess, and more.
Indian culture and philosophy have had a strong influence on the world. These rich legacies
to world heritage must not only be nurtured and preserved for posterity but also researched,
enhanced, and put to new uses through our education system.
Previous Policies. The implementation of previous policies on education has focused largely
on issues of access and equity. The unfinished agenda of the National Policy on Education
1986, modified in 1992 (NPE 1986/92), is appropriately dealt with in this Policy. A major
development since the last Policy of 1986/92 has been the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act 2009 which laid down legal underpinnings for achieving
universal elementary education.
Principles of this Policy The purpose of the education system is to develop good human
beings capable of rational thought and action, possessing compassion and empathy, courage
and resilience, scientific temper and creative imagination, with sound ethical moorings and
values. It aims at producing engaged, productive, and contributing citizens for building an
equitable, inclusive, and plural society as envisaged by our Constitution.
A good education institution is one in which every student feels welcomed and cared for,
where a safe and stimulating learning environment exists, where a wide range of learning
experiences are offered, and where good physical infrastructure and appropriate resources
conducive to learning are available to all students. Attaining these qualities must be the goal
of every educational institution. However, at the same time, there must also be seamless
integration and coordination across institutions and across all stages of education
The Vision of this Policy

This National Education Policy envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that
contributes /directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and
vibrant knowledge society, by providing high-quality education to all, and thereby making
India a global knowledge superpower. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and
pedagogy of our institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect
towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and a
conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing world.
The vision of the Policy is to instil among the learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian,
not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge,
skills, values, and dispositions that support responsible commitment to human rights,
sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global
citizen
Currently, children in the age group of 3-6 are not covered in the 10+2 structure as Class 1
begins at age 6. In the new 5+3+3+4 structure, a strong base of Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) from age 3 is also included, which is aimed at promoting better overall
learning, development, and well-being.
Curriculum and Pedagogy in Schools: Learning should be Holistic, Integrated,
Enjoyable, and Engaging. Restructuring school curriculum and pedagogy in a new
5+3+3+4 design.
The curricular and pedagogical structure of school education will be reconfigured to make it
responsive and relevant to the developmental needs and interests of learners at different
stages of their development, corresponding to the age ranges of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18
years, respectively.
The curricular and pedagogical structure and the curricular framework for school education
will therefore be guided by a 5+3+3+4 design, consisting of the Foundational Stage (in two
parts, that is, 3 years of Anganwadi/pre-school + 2 years in primary school in Grades 1-2;
both together covering ages 3-8), Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-5, covering ages 8-11), Middle
Stage (Grades 6-8, covering ages 11-14), and Secondary Stage (Grades 9-12 in two phases,
i.e., 9 and 10 in the first and 11 and 12 in the second, covering ages 14-18).
The Foundational Stage will consist of five years of flexible, multilevel, play/activity-based
learning and the curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE. The Preparatory Stage will comprise
three years of education building on the play, discovery, and activity-based pedagogical and
curricular style of the Foundational Stage, and will also begin to incorporate some light text
books as well as aspects of more formal but interactive classroom learning, in order to lay a
solid groundwork across subjects, including reading, writing, speaking, physical education,
art, languages, science, and mathematics.
The Middle Stage will comprise three years of education, building on the pedagogical and
curricular style of the Preparatory Stage, but with the introduction of subject teachers for
learning and discussion of the more abstract concepts in each subject that students will be
ready for at this stage across the sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, and humanities.
Experiential learning within each subject, and explorations of relations among different
subjects, will be encouraged and emphasized despite the introduction of more specialized
subjects and subject teachers. The Secondary Stage will comprise of four years of
multidisciplinary study

Holistic development of learners
The key overall thrust of curriculum and pedagogy reform across all stages will be to move
the education system towards real understanding and towards learning how to learn - and
away from the culture of rote learning as is largely present today. The aim of education will
not only be cognitive development, but also building character and creating holistic and wellrounded individuals equipped with the key 21st century skills.
Ultimately, knowledge is a deep-seated treasure and education helps in its manifestation as
the perfection which is already within an individual. All aspects of curriculum and pedagogy
will be reoriented and revamped to attain these critical goals. Specific sets of skills and values
across domains will be identified for integration and incorporation at each stage of learning,
from pre-school to higher education. Curriculum frameworks and transaction mechanisms
will be developed for ensuring that these skills and values are imbibed through engaging
processes of teaching and learning. NCERT will identify these required skill sets and include
mechanisms for their transaction in the National Curriculum Framework for early childhood
and school education.
Reduce curriculum content to enhance essential learning and critical thinking
Curriculum content will be reduced in each subject to its core essentials, to make space for
critical thinking and more holistic, inquiry-based, discovery-based, discussion-based, and
analysis based learning. The mandated content will focus on key concepts, ideas,
applications, and problem solving. Teaching and learning will be conducted in a more
interactive manner; questions will be encouraged, and classroom sessions will regularly
contain more fun, creative, collaborative, and exploratory activities for students for deeper
and more experiential learning.
Experiential learning
In all stages, experiential learning will be adopted, including hands-on learning, artsintegrated and sports-integrated education, story-telling-based pedagogy, among others, as
standard pedagogy within each subject, and with explorations of relations among different
subjects. To close the gap in achievement of learning outcomes, classroom transactions will
shift, towards competency-based learning and education. The assessment tools (including
assessment “as”, “of”, and “for” learning) will also be aligned with the learning outcomes,
capabilities, and dispositions as specified for each subject of a given class.
Art-integration is a cross-curricular pedagogical approach that utilizes various aspects and
forms of art and culture as the basis for learning of concepts across subjects. As a part of the
thrust on experiential learning, art-integrated education will be embedded in classroom
transactions not only for creating joyful classrooms, but also for imbibing the Indian ethos
through integration of Indian art and culture in the teaching and learning process at every
level. This art-integrated approach will strengthen the linkages between education and
culture.
Sports-integration is another cross-curricular pedagogical approach that utilizes physical
activities including indigenous sports, in pedagogical practices to help in developing skills
such as collaboration, self-initiative, self-direction, self-discipline, teamwork, responsibility,
citizenship, etc. Sports-integrated learning will be undertaken in classroom transactions to
help students adopt fitness as a lifelong attitude and to achieve the related life skills along
with the levels of fitness as envisaged in the Fit India Movement. The need to integrate sports
in education is well recognized as it serves to National Education Policy 2020 foster holistic

development by promoting physical and psychological well-being while also enhancing
cognitive abilities.
Empower students through flexibility in course choices
Students will be given increased flexibility and choice of subjects to study, particularly in
secondary school - including subjects in physical education, the arts and crafts, and
vocational skills – so that they can design their own paths of study and life plans. Holistic
development and a wide choice of subjects and courses year to year will be the new
distinguishing feature of secondary school education.
There will be no hard separation among ‘curricular’, ‘extracurricular ’, or ‘co-curricular’,
among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and ‘sciences’, or between ‘vocational’ or ‘academic’ streams.
Subjects such as physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills, in addition to
science, humanities, and mathematics, will be incorporated throughout the school curriculum,
with a consideration for what is interesting and safe at each age.
Each of the four stages of school education, in accordance with what may be possible in
different regions, may consider moving towards a semester or any other system that allows
the inclusion of shorter modules, or courses that are taught on alternate days, in order to allow
an exposure to more subjects and enable greater flexibility. States may look into innovative
methods to achieve these aims of greater flexibility and exposure to and enjoyment of a wider
range of subjects, including across the arts, sciences, humanities, languages, sports, and
vocational subjects.
Multilingualism and the power of language
It is well understood that young children learn and grasp nontrivial concepts more quickly in
their home language/mother tongue. Home language is usually the same language as the
mother tongue or that which is spoken by local communities. However, at times in multilingual families, there can be a home language spoken by other family members which may
sometimes be different from mother tongue or local language.
Wherever possible, the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till Grade
8 and beyond, will be the home language/mother tongue/local language/regional language.
Thereafter, the home/local language shall continue to be taught as a language wherever
possible. This will be followed by both public and private schools. High-quality textbooks,
including in science, will be made available in home languages/mother tongue. All efforts
will be made early on to ensure that any gaps that exist between the language spoken by the
child and the medium of teaching are bridged.
In cases where home language/mother tongue textbook material is not available, the language
of transaction between teachers and students will still remain the home language/mother
tongue wherever possible. Teachers will be encouraged to use a bilingual approach, including
bilingual teaching-learning materials, with those students whose home language may be
different from the medium of instruction. All languages will be taught with high quality to all
students; a language does not need to be the medium of instruction for it to be taught and
learned well.
Multiple choice questions
1. Under the chairmanship of whom the 'Committee for Evolution of the New Education
Policy' submitted its report in May 2016?

A. Late Shri T.S.R. Subramanian
B. Dr. K. Kasturirangan
C. Rina Ray
D. Shri Sanjay Dhotre
Ans. A
2. In NEP 2020, the current 10+2 system to be replaced by a new curricular structure. What is
the new curricular structure?
A. 3+4+4+5
B. 5+3+3+4
C. 4+3+3+5
D. 5+4+3+3
Ans. B
3. In NEP 2020, the current 10+2 system to be replaced by a new curricular structure. What is
the new curricular structure?
A. 3+4+4+5
B. 5+3+3+4
C. 4+3+3+5
D. 5+4+3+3
Ans. C
4. By which year, the minimum degree qualification for teaching is going to be a 4-year
integrated B.Ed. degree?
A, 2021
B. 2025
C. 2028
D. 2030
Ans. D
5. Who among the following was the Chairman of newly constituted drafting NEP 2020 in
June 2017?
A Vasudha Kamat
B. Dr. K. Kasturirangan
C. K J Alphonse
D. Ram Shankar Kureel
Ans. B
6. According to the National Education Policy 2020 by how much percent the Gross
Enrolment Ratio in higher education to be raised?
A. 25%
B. 30%
C. 40%
D. 50%
Ans. D

7. According to the National Education Policy 2020 by how much percent the Gross
Enrolment Ratio in higher education to be raised?
A. 25%
B. 30%
C. 40%
D. 50%
8. As per NEP 2020, teaching up to at least what grade to be in mother tongue/ regional
language?
A.Grade 3
B.Grade 5
C.Grade 8
D.Grade 10
Ans. B
9. National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education
(NCPFECCE) for children up to the age of 8 will be developed by which organisation?
A.NITI Ayog
B.NCERT
C.AICTE
D.NCTE
Ans. B
10. A per NEP 2020, National Assessment Centre, PARAKH will be set up as a standardsetting body. What does letter ‘R’ stand for in PARAKH?
A.Revise
B.Rational
C.Review
D.Revival
Ans. C

